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Composer’s Note:

Julie Herbster, a dear friend of our family, passed away on March 25, 2013 after a
10-month battle with colon cancer. At 39 years of age, and as the mother of 5 children
(ages 7 - 14), it was difficult for her family to understand God’s chosen path for their

lives. This hymn, “What God Ordains Is Always Good,” was introduced to the Herbster
family shortly after Julie’s cancer was first diagnosed. It became a source of resolve and
testimony for the family as they sought to trust God’s sovereignty in the midst of
uncertainty, and it was eventually sung at Julie’s funeral. Julie lived her life with a focus
on “things above” that allowed her to keep her cancer and death in perspective. This
setting is dedicated to Julie’s memory and testimony, as her family affirms:

“What God ordains is always good. This truth remains unshaken.*

BP2001-2



In loving memory of Julie Herbster

What God Ordains Is Always Good

For SATB Choir and Piano

Samuel Rodigast (1649-1708) Servus Gastorius (1646-1682)
J. S. Bach (BWYV 250), ca. 1730
Arranged by DAN FORREST
Slowly, dream-like o = ca. 58-63 (ASCAP)
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